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courts ; Lad served in the Sepate of New York with him;

THE *«8PIRITUAL RAPPINGS.”

To turn a deaf ear to the appeal made to us in
the subjoined Letter is out of the guestion; ac-
knowledging as we do the good will and the kind
offices which we eonstantly cxperienced from the
writer, as well as from the other distinguished gen-
tleman referred to by him, whilst they stood, side
by side, deservedly high in the most elevated branch
of the National Councils, We therefore give re-
-I-CL‘.tfuI plaee to his communication, without reply-
ing & word to any thing in it, cheerfully according
to him the right to declare for himself, for his re-
spected friend of Rhode Island, and for all others
agreeing with them, their views on this particular
subject, which it is.as impossible for us to concur in
gs it would be idle for us to attempt to controvert.

We will only add, what it is due to candor that
we should state, that our disbelief in elairvoy-
ance” is as nbsolute, and we believe incurable, as
in the possibility of spiritual intercourse between
the Living and the Dead.

T0 THE EDITORS.

Corravore Hovse, New Youx, Arrin 30, 1853,
Messrs, Gaves & Sgatox: A friend has just ealled my
attention to an article in the National Intelligencer of the
25th instant, headed * Impostures and Delusions.” The
article is mot under the Editorfal head; still it is not
marked as 4 communication, and was considered by the
gentleman who handed it to me, and would be considered
ty the generality of your readers, as editorial. De this,
however, as it may, the articie is published by you with-
cut any dissent from it views, and may therefore be

tuiien by the uninformed as meeting your approbation.

The writer alludes to the ¢ Salem hangings,"” and says
** that there may yet arise, at future periods, similar or
anslogous disorders of the popular mind, invading and
corrupting the whole body politic, which it may in like
manuer become necessary (o suppress by the strong hand
of thelaw, Indeed, we might point, as already coming swithin
ihis cotegory, the Rochester knockings, with their kindred
irein of rascalities and abominations,”

A little further on the writer adds: “ In like manner it
is the general opinion of well-informed and deep-thinking
persors that it is slready high time to call in-legislative
aid, if the execution of no existing statutes can reach the
presint evil, for this perilous imposture, or yet more
perilous contagion of morbid minds.”

This is a sweeping denunciation of all who have inves-
tigated these * spiritual manifestations,” and who have
expressed o belief in their truth. And the spirit which
pervades the whole article would not only recall the
 #5lem hangings,” but would also invoke the * fires of
Sme 4L 1 have no hesitation in saying I am one
* coming within this category.” And, let me sssure you,
there are throughout this widely-extended eountry some
of the brightest and most exalted intellects who have,
from a thorgugh investigation of this matter, come to the
sume conclusion. Yet such men are to be thus denounced
by a writer who is so far behind the intelligence of the
sge that he includes in his denuncistions mesmerism
axd clairvoyance, which are considered by intelligent and
scientific men as well established as electricity and
magnetism. If this were all, he would deserve simply to
te laughed at. But, in regard to spiritualism, he pro-
bably never condescended to examine the subject, and
yet assumes that he knows more about it by mere instinet
than otiers of eyunal talent, to say the least, do by the
most patient research and philosophieal investigation.

This article, I am persuaded, has been published by
you without full examination or due reflection. It runms
counter to all the principles of *“law and order” which
kave been so upiformly enforced in the National Ingelli- |
gencer.  And I regret extremely that such disorganizing,
tuch abominable, such flagitions sentiments should, even

tion, aud s a lawyer of an acute mind, and s decided
talent for investigation. And, above ail, I knew him to
be & man of unimpenchable integrity. Knowing all these
things, I congluded that if Le had become a believer in
‘spiritunl manifestations,” it was, at least, a subject
worthy of investigation.
Aceorilingly, 1 determined to investigate it, as oppor-
tunity should present. 1 thought I could bring to bear
on it & pretty good share of common sense, and a rea-
sonabie talent for investigation. And, knowing withal
that 1 had not a great deal of enthusiasm in my composi-
tion, 1 believed I could enter upon the investigation with-
out much danger of being parried away by any delusion.
" In this frame of mivd T commenced the investigation of
this subject; being an entire unbeliever, but entering
upon it with a sincere desire to ascertain the trath, 1
will not trouble you with the facts which were developed
in the progress of my investigation. Suffice it to say,
they were of the most astounding character. I soon be-
came satisfied of two things : first, that the * medium' did
pot know from whenee the * raps” proceeded ; secondly,
thnt she did not know from whence the communications
came.  Perhaps 1 ought in this connexion to observe
that, in pursuing this investigation, all my questions
were propoumded mentally. The medium did not and
could not know what they were, and of course could not
tell what answers to give, or what would be appropriate
responses to the guestions thus mentally propounded,
Ubjectors eannot deny that these answers come from
an infelligent source ; but they sometimes suy that they
are to be found in the mind of the interrogator. It is
true that the interrogutor oftentimes knows the answer to
the questicn mentally propounded by him; snd it is
equally true that he frequently does not know what the
appropriate answer should be, but ascertainy its truth
sfterwards. Neither can lie in uny way anticipate many
communic¢ations which are made without any questions
Lelog asked, 1 have frequently received such eommuni-
cations of an elevated charscter, and far above the ca-
pacity of the medinm. I conclude, therefore, they do not
come from the medium, nor from the mind of the inter-
rogator.
These communications, too, are perfectly characteristic
of the individuals from whom they purport to come. [
have bad frequent communications purporting to come
fram my old friend, Jous C. Caruovs, which his intimate
friends would pronounce perfectly characteristic of him;
and some of them, both in style and sentiment, worthy of
bim in his palmiest days in the Senate of the United
States. 1 have bad sjmilar ones purporting to come from
Hexuy Cray and Daxier Wenster, of the same elevated
order, and peculintly characteristic of the individual. 1
can make the same remark of other individuals,
I Lave seen rupping mediums, writing mediams, and
speaking mediums, and have received communications
through all of them. I bave witnessed physical manifes-
tations, such as the movement of tables, without any
visible ngency. These physical manifestations are more
satisfactory to the mass of mankind, because they appeal
directly to the senses. 1am better pleased myself with
the moral, if I may so eall them, than the physical mani-
festations. :
The next question is, from whence do these manifes-
tatiops, whether physical or moral, proceed ! Judge Ed-
monds was told that they were all nccording to natural
laws, which would in due time be fully developed ; and
he was directed to read Von Reichenbach’s Dynamics of
Maguetism and Electricity, (a bovk he had never heard
of before,) as a4 means of enabling him to understand
these laws. I have read the book myself. The writer
proves conclusively the discovery of a new element, which
lie calls od, or the odic forct, He proves that this element
pervades net only the human system, but the material
world snd the whole universe. ﬁe finds it in the rays of
the sun, moon, and stars. Late English writers of high
reputation consider the existence of the odie force as well
established as that of magnetism and eleetricity. It com-
bines many of the qualities of the two latter, and is an-
tagonistic to some of them. It may be presumed, there-
fere, that this newly-discovered element enters, in some
sort, into these manifestations. It is said that this ac-
counts for the physigg/ manifestations. But no one can
suow Aow this force“produces them. And even if this
were proved, it still remains to account for the intelligence
in the communications which ave received. That intelli-
gence -.[u}'!! not come from tables, or chairs, or other ma-
terial objects. It must come from mind, or from a spi-
ritual sourpe. This new element may be the medium of
conveying it to us. To illustrate, let me suppose that
a friend in New York wishes to communicate with me- in

dudirectly, bave the influence of your names, I feel my-
self as being included in these denunciations; for,
altbough I do mot obtrude my opinions or my facts on
any one, still 1 have communicated freely with those who
have voluntarily sought information on this subject.
During the last winter at Washington 1 conferred fally,
and on their own eolicitation, with some of the most dis-
tinguished men in the nation. I gave to them my own
opinione, and the exalted communications and facts on
which those opinions were founded

Retired from public life, I have desired in this, as in all
other matters, to avoid public observation. At the same
time, you have been acquainted with me well enough and
loog enough to know that, when I have deliberdtely
formed an opinion on any subject, I have that rare quali-
ty, called moral courage, which enables me to avow it
either in private or in public.

0 far as the public are concerned, I have as yet en-
deavered to maintain a profound silence. But, consider-
ing myself as one of those so vindictively denounced in
the article alluded to, further silence on my part would
argue pusillanimity, and cease to be a virtue. 1 have
not lapgunge to express my astonishment at the sugges-

Washington. He sends kis communication to me through
the electric telegraph., The communication is received

pewspaper attack on Judge Edmonds for being a bellever mankind." 1f, then, such be the
in these ** spiritual manifestations.” 1 bad known Judge '
Edmounds for thirty years: had practised law in the sawe |

Lad been associnted with lum also 45 & member of the
Court for the Correction of Ervors, the highest eourt in
the State; had koown him since that time agu Justice of

of that court of last resort in the State of New York. I
also knew him as a gentleman of finished classical educa-

at streteh of that belief, after

E:e seen sud beard, to suppose that there muy have been
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the Supreme Court, and more recently a= a Judge of the | the evidences of progress which suwrround us here, how
Court of Appeals, where he bolds & dvuermuy igh and | ean we discard such evidences from the spirit world,
distinguisbed rank amongst his brethren, the uble es [ which is believed to be one of *! everlusting ession.”

spiritual source of these communioatious, are finally

as emunating from evil spirits. I consider this ns giving
up the controversy. There may be communpications from
evil spirits. Dat that does not confliet with the commu-~
nieations which besr internal evidence of coming from
the ¢ spirits of just men made more perfect.” There is
an abundance of communications purportingto come from
such u source, and of the purest, most elevated, and most
religious character. If the **evil one” has prompted
these, I confess I have heretofore formed a very wrong
estimate of his ¢ ;

Un the whole, the result of my investigations thus fur
is, that the weight of evidence is in faver of the truth of
these * spiritosl manifestutions.” But I shall continue
to investigate as opportunity offers, And if, hereafier,
the preponderance of evidence shall incline to the other
side, I shall as readily nunounce that result as I have
above communicated the other,

In the mean time, let exercise all ble charity
for those who do not believe ; and lly those who
denounce without investigation, and condemn without
knowledge ; {or they are those that most need it,

Excuse this desultory communication, and accept the
assurnnce of the high respect and esteem with which I

am, very truly yours, N. P. TALLMADUGE,
Hon, James F. SBiumoxs.

THINGS AT NIAGARA FALLS.

We clip from the Niagara Falls ¢ Tiis” the fol-
lowing iutelligence of doings at that place :

Our Horrrs.—During the coming season Niagara Falls
will be supplied with a goodly number of comfortable ho-
tels. There are few places of fashionable resort for
tourists that have so many public houses of so good a
quality as Nisgara Falls. Great improvements have been
and are making in our hotels, and with the coming season
will be prepared to accommodate the travelling commu-
nity who visit this place by tens of thousands during the
mid-summer. It is always o satisfaction to the traveller
so find good quarters, and those vidttng Niagara Falls
may rely upon being well cared for by our different
landlords.

Our Hyvravnio Cavan.—We are happy in being able
to state that o company has been organized, consisting of
gentlemen of known wealth and enterprise in New York
nnd Boston, with a capital of $500,000; that a Board of
able direetors has been chosen, and that in their hands
this great work is about to be commenced and vigorously
prosecuted to completion. We have seen the plans and
drawings, and confess we are struck with the magnifi-
cence of the enterprise, The canal for nearly its whole
length (about three-quarters of a mile) will be a lime-
stone rock exeavation. It is to be seventy feet in width,
with perpendicular sides, and to be deep enough to en-
sure at ull ordinary stages ten feet depth of water. This,
when the uniform permanence of the supply and the fall
of two hundred feet are taken into consideration, will fur-
pish a hydraulic power which, we venture to say, will in
value Lnve no equal in this or any other country ; espe-
cially when it is borne in mind that its availability will at
all times be unfailing while Lake Erie endures, and that
:il wti’Il be wholly exempt from all ordinary disasters by

oods,

; CanaxparGra Axn Niagana Farns Ramroan.—There
18 every prospeet that this road will be in running erder
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DEFERRED DEBATE IN SENATE.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL.

Tuespay, Decevper 21, 18563,
The Benate having under consideration the joint reso-
Iution * nuthorlslﬂf the President of the United States to

confer the title of t General by brevet for emi-
nent services”'—

Mr. BHIELDS said: I deem it my duty to state that
this is not's new proposition brought up at this time. It
is rather an old one. About two yesrs ago it was con-
sidered and acted upon by the Committee on Military
Affairs, and I was instructed to make a report ot that
time, aud I did so. The was favorably received by
the Senate, and a resolution similar to this passed this
body with very little opposition, but it was lost in the
House of Reprosentatives for want of time,

At the last session the Military Committee again bt er.
ed upon the consideration of the subject, and ipstracted
the Senator from Alabama () .c;.n:::j 10 make a re-
port, and he, in substance, rted the resolution, which
i8 now before the Senate. The Committee on Alilitary
Affuirs deem this s matter of justice, military j- astice, to
Gen. Beott. The intention i3 to confer a b wet npon
General Soott, and this resolution proposes to give such
Eower to the President of the United States, b ¥ whom we

ave no doubt it will be exercised in accordmr e with our
expectations. Itis not proposed to confer t! e brevet by
the resolution upon Genern! Scott. That is not in our

ower. Dut it gives the President power . vo confer the

revet in such a way as to embrace er gl Beott. The
Military Committee are of opinion that ' 4 is a matter of
justice to that distinguished individual. ¢ )7 g1l the officers
who served in the Mexican war, 1 believ & General Soott is
the only one in the ar army that | juq guined nelther
udditional pay nor additional rank in ¢ ousequence of that
service, His subordinates—all who s exved with any dis-
tinction under him—received one, tw o or three Lirevets;
and they have the rank, and most of them the pay, to
which those brevets entitled ther 5. But he who som.
manded the arny, who was at the yead of it, and who
guided it to the achievement of 1 .o glorious victories,
léu mml n;;d n?lhmg—nslther & iitional pay nor addi-

ona : il ocours to me—: g | hope it will strike
every one in that light—that it * a matter of military jus-
tice that he should derive son & additional rank from his
glorious and gallant services i & that war; and no man in

the country will deny that th gse servioes 'were of the most
glorious charaeter.

Besides, sir, it seems to i
easion to perform this aot, oxd i e
majority, with whom I
politically. The power
is a duty for them to t
I can say it truly and
generous victor .than
was a more humane
do not place thisw
it upon the prin¢
guished chieftair
not obtain addi’
ordinates did
he too is enti

is a favorable oc-
, particularly on the part of the
have the honor to hepwocinted
ful should slways be generous; it
fso. And it me to say—and,
ldly—-tm-m never was a more
Ueneral Seott himself; there never
or a more generous chieftain, Dot
2on the ground of generosity, We base
dple of military justice to this distin-
1. His position was sach that he could
donal rank without legislation. His sub-
duainit.  They received their brevets, and
1 ded to one, and should receive it.
know th ¢ i¢ may be said that a brevet is of very little
value; but . g ig of great value to a soldier; it is of in-
caleulable vijge to him—and why? Because it is the
Stamp 0 hig pation; itis a seal put upon him by his
COUBTIY - for gallant services; he feels proud that his coun-
¥y recc pnises these services, and a brevet is & proof of
that e coguition, That is the reason why the soldier
values §t; and in that respect it is invaluable te him.
Every man who knows any g of the army knows that.
K aow thut the honorable Senator from Massachusetts
5*“"- Sumver) has this morning presented & memorial
'om - the Peace Bociety, by which that socigty, I believe,

by the 1st of June next, agreeably to the promise of the
company. The contract for laying the track from Bata-
Vie to this village has been taken by Mr, Sill, who has al-
ready commenced at Batavia working west, and at Tona-
wanda working both ways.

Tracevy ar Forr Beigsar.—On the 2?t-I;- of March
Major Sibley had a difficulty with the Wasoes Indians,
and recently a party of Wichitas having come into Fort

 PTOT j0ses a plan that will prevent any future wars, |
Bor g that may be the case; but, judging of the future by
€ .past, 1 doubt whether that society will produce any
8 aut influence upon the world. At all events, this coun-
'y owes a great denl more to itsarmy than to peace socie-
Y 8. And permit me to say, that at this moment there
! snotan army of the same number in the world that per-
forms more hard, dreary, and cheerless service than the

Belknap, he detained them as prisoners. At night the
chief, after murdering his own wife and child, rose upon
the guard with his warriors, nine in number.
nel on guard was instantly killed and another soldic

the warriors escaped.

Tue Corwision ox e CeSTRAL AxD Sovrnrny M

and run for & long distance on a straight line.

and written down here the same as a commiunication is
received and written down through the rapping medium,
I nsk how is that communication from my friend convey-
ed 1o me? The answer is, by the electric flaid, Dut
does the electric fluid make the communication?! The
] answer is no ; the mixd of my friend does that. So in the
case of the rapping medium, the communication comes
| from some source of intelligence. This intelligence, as
every one knows who has investigated these matters, does
not come from the table that is moved by some invisible
power, nor from the medium, wor'from any one present.
it is therefore to be inferred that it comes from a spiritual
source : and more especiaily when communications are
received ou subjects exclusively known to those commu-
nicaung.

Some have attempted to aceount for all those things by
mesmerism, clairvoyance, and psychology. Let it be re-
membered that twelve or fifteen years ago mesmerism,
clairvoyance, &c. were as much denounced ns ** spiritual
rappings”’ are now. They were called humbugs and jug-
glery then, as these manifestations are at this day. This
prejodice and denunciation continued in England till the
publication of the philosophical treatise of the Rev. Mr.
Townshend, which chan the whole current of public
sentiment. There have many able publications on

ticns and doctrines there put forth—doctrines which sub-
vert the very principles of civil and religions freedey,
guaraotied by the Constitution under which ¥ 1ive.
Who oould have conceived that, at this advanned period
of the nineteenth century, whilst we ave surrcunded by
{he multiplied evidgrasy of the rapid progreas in science
sod the arts, we should witness such evidences of bigotry
and superstition, and such a retrogression towards the
*Cimerian darkness” which spread like s pall over the
ancient world ! If there was ever o monomania on any
sutject, it is on the part of thoso who have, without
knuwledge or investigation, demounced so madly these
“ spiritual manifestations.” [ find no fanit with those
who do not believé in them ; but I cannot withhold an
cxpression of my surprise that intelligent minds can be
found to denounce those who do investigate them.

To vindicate myself, therefore, from these aspersions,
1 enclose you a copy of n letter which I wrote early last
January to the Hon. Jamws F. Sixmoxs, former United
States Benator from Rhode Island.  The letter was writ-
ten in the confidence of private friendship, and not in-
tended for the public eye. Such as it is, however, 1 send
it 1o you, and ask, as an sot of justice, that you will
pablish ft, together with this letter, in the National
Intelligencer.

You need not be told who Jamres F. Biumoxs is. He
cccupied a seat for several yesrs with me in the Senate
of the United States ; and amongst all the members of
tbat body you did mot namber two better friends. We
were both deemed capable at that time of examining sa-
tisfactorily any question of finance, or of politicsl eco-
nomy, on which we might be engaged. Butnow, ecause
we have thoroughly investigated these ** epiritual mani-
{estations,” and believe in their truth, we are Included
in the general, and Judge Eoxoxps in the particolar, de-
nanciations of this writer.

profandity of Bacon with the intuition of Mansfield.
Very respectfally, yours, N. P. TALLMADGE.

LETTER TO MR. SIMMONS, (AnovE ALLUDED T0.)

Wasmisarox, Jaxvany 10, 1858, | sleep.” 11 it be net true, that o be aseo i their ap hing nuptusis, when the Doctor remarked, [ tude of n country are mot only precious memorials to | the commander, responsible to his country for their pro. | It was my fortune, or misforts E

My Drar Sta: I was pleased to see in the January | investigation; wed the sooner i:!;mw(llznc the ! :;',::_m Il?; “Iam thi my dear, of two events which 1 shall | those receiving them, and who 1’.'.3'. gained their title to  and their execution. And well did he falfil the | th ‘“‘“mrﬁm e, zm“ (hul:m
namber of +* Putnam’'s Monthly" » statement of your ex- | cither case, thorefore, all good citizens, all  “jnioiliony | PUMber smong the happiest of my life.” ¢ And pray | them by the toils, and trisls, and exposures, nud suffer- | task nssigned to him. -~ t;’;"":- . onriately olosed. In my judg
perienoe in ‘! spiritual manifestations.” 1In our conver- I minds should unite in ascertaining the tro or mm‘ of | what may they be, Doctor ™ asked the lady. * One | ings of s perilous profession, but they become an encour- | Bold and notive in his movements, fertile in resource, 'N‘liu < Was %4 - J'g
sation at Washington, during the last session of Congress, | this the greatest phenomenon of the presen 4 ¥ 1 ju the hour when I shall eall you my wife for the first t, an incentive, to others to fullow in the ssme | and prompt in seizing every advantage of the errors of : .:, ::;' m P “"’_w“- - 5
you had stated the same to me. ceding uge, A OFUNY PTE| fime.” ¢ And the other, if you please!” It is when | career, and to hope for the same distinotion. his enemy, he displayed traits of Tuan&h}p which have b: ean capital, thea thot unfortante aott

My experience iz, probably, more limited than yours: | It is understood o be a geners! belie ¢ atthis day, | W¢ shall present out first born for h.'.?“"' " A character and jealons honor is eszential to the | commanded the respeet of the world, and have placed him k n'ﬁm mors Tmphstial, wnd
but yours has served, in some measare, to strengthen the | amongst all Cliristinn  denominations, 1! et oyt m{; ~wprinkled " “ Yes, my dear, sprinkled.”  * Never & efficiency of any mi 7 establishment. It is nota cold | among the great captains of the age, And these brilliant mh s she oty A
S ons made on my own mind by the investigntion I | this earth: /a1 they attend us; that irn sa child of mine be sprinkled "  Every ohild of mine shall mqnu_.nmof duty which can raise it to a proper stan- achievements have not only conferred imperishable honor y 'l! our du "Mmﬂ'
have given to this mysterious enbjeat. and thereby protect us from secident/ar o :!,, m ! | be sprinkled.” “ They shall be, ha "« Yos, my love.” , but there must be an esprit du corps, n lptrﬁ:f em- | upon our name, biit they have added to our moral & -

| had heard for a long time of the * Rochester knock- | one's own er perience will confirm, the 1 ruth “"u,;, oh.:{ ““ Well, sir, 1 ean tell you then that your babies won't be | ulation, s striving with one another, generous indeed, but' | and m«lin'.m the nations of the earth, by the dis- | Mexico .
jmge,” but had paid no heed to them ; on the contrary, | vation. A communication to me, § Vi 4o 'comel B bubies. 8o good aight, sir.” The lndy left the room, | active and censeless, whetever there are duties to be ful- | play of noble « lea which ¢ that an American | ¥ir, T d that the
b sonsid ther & deiusion which would soom | from Mr. Calhoun, conveys the 80 so Jeies : =hmu and the Dootor left the house, The sequel to this true | filled, or honer to be whether in the in | army is as able e it i "’"ﬁ to stand between their e g
pass nway. 1 ocontinued under these impressiona Sl mays, © We, by our united will aoting { npon q;h-inolmhd ,story was that the Doctor néver married, and the lady is | the camp, or on the e field. And I think I onder- | conntry and her foes, and te d ‘her ri and her ﬁ;ﬁ % fmmm
pome tie last epring, when my attention was oulled to & " in fesh, infiuence them 10 perform  uries which benegs ! o0 oid mald.—Ezchange paper. stand the g of the American army, and T can say ¥ in in any’ of difficulty and danger. willing’

1 have given tke eharacter of
“Judge Edmonds in my letter to Mr. Simmons; and | will
only add here, in reference to the retailed slander and
eneering remark of the writer in regard to his decisions,
that, as o Judge, be unites the qualities of two of the
brightest lnminaries of the English bench, namely, the

these subjects since that time, and they are now consider-
ed as well established as magnetism or electricity. Sup-
pose these denunciations had deterred philosophical
minds from investigating them, how much light would
bave been lost to science and the world? Now, all the
toagic, the mysteries, the witcheraft, and necromancy of
the ancient world, from the time of the Delphic Oracle,
ars explained by these modern investigations; and all
popular delusions, however exaggerated, are now shown
to have truth for their basis. 1 have read many of the
ablest writers on these subjects ; but to my mind not one
of them has been able to sccount for these ** spiritual
manifestations.”” Hence the greater importance of con-
tinuing these imvedtigations. To denounce, therefore,
those engnged in them is as unwise as it is unphilosophi-
cnl; nnd more especially if such denunciations come from
those who never witnessed any of the facts and manifes-
tations which have convinoed the judgments of men
equally intelligent, equally honest, and as little likely to
be deluded as themselves.

Dut what is the objection to investigating this matter ?
Is it feared that there may be some discrepancies be-
tween the religions sentiments communiented and the
tenots of the different religious denominations amongst
us! Such disere es are heard every Suanday from
our different pulpits thronghout the isnd. And still all
denominations of Christians, though differing about par-
ticular tenets, maintain the great and leading doctrines
of Christianity. And from the investigation I have given
the subject, [ agree with the Rev. Adin Ballou, who has
written the most candid and eatisfactory explanation I
have seen, that ** whatever of divine fundamental principle,
abuoiuie truth, ond ecssential righteousnens there is in the Dible,
in the popular roligion, and in the estublished Chureher will
viand. [t vannot be done away.  On the eontrary, it will be
corrolorated and fulpilled by spirit manifestateons.”’

It hae been ohjectad that there have been casesof derange-
ment arising frotn these manifestations, If there be such
cnses, | apprebend they are less numerous than they have
been represented, and may have arisen from other causes
than the one to which they have been attributed. Dut,
be that s it may, and be the number great or small, it

It seem
each other’s trains for the distance of at least b

The senti” |

wounded. The chief was killed in the struggle, but ¢ 5

as il it was impossible for both engineers not to  povuseen

army of the United States. They are away beyond the
bounds of civilization, scattered along your vast frontier,
They endure all the hardships, all the fatigue, all the
privations, and, I may say, all the dangers of war, and
have none of its promises of glory. A compliment paid
to the chief cof the army is an honor to the whole army.
Every man in the army feels it.

Desides, sir, your army deserves well of the country.

e jE1- | There never was a little army on earth that deserved
GAN Rarroans.—The cause of the late collision betv reon | more from a country than the :my of the United States.
the express train on the Southern Michigan railway ,4nig | 1z bronght you through three glorious wars; and from
Gn EhEgELnT and freight train on the Michigan Ci 00 Lexington to Mexico it has always been victorious; and
is bf] ond conjecture. It was evidently the res 1. ¢ perhaps there is not in that whole path of glory from
criminal carelessness. The night was as brigh ;24 Lexington to the City of Mexico, one portion more bril-
nearly full moon and the clearest atmosphere cou’ g pyke | liant than that gniwleefby this distinguished ehieftain whom
it. The two roads cross each other at nearly righ tungles, | we intend Ly thisresolution to honor. Look at the cam-

s | paign from Vers Cruz to the City of Mexico. Sir, there

is no tru¢ history of that campaign. I have read all the

o - alf a mile, | histories whick lave been published, and none of them do
if wot & mile, before reaching the crossing, And yet, | justice to the campaign, or to the chieftain who guided
with amyple time to bruke up, the trains wer o Lo ikiesely | and directed the army through it. 1 am not going inte it
run into one another at the crossing, and the ' 5re4 of some | now; but 1 would ask any man to point out to me
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has no pos«ible bearing on this question. Derangement
has often followed from religious excitement, and the
over-excited pa=sions of the homan heart, 2eill, thie is
no objection 1o the investigation of the truths of religion
or of the emotions and passiens of our nature. Neither
it an objection to investigating the subject under con
deration, In-:a'.lnr_-?__uirmg‘::::ot stop 112 but on the ¢ .
trary tend to encourage 1. Bat for the denunciatior
Judge Edmonds, an old acqusintance and friend, [
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o MLt Buexr axp Senriovs Loss or Lire.—The

ercer county,
a0k fire, and when a number of the workmen were
mdeavoring to exeinguish the flames, the roof {ell
in A0 3 yeven persons were killed, and others badly
ded, The names of the killed are Wimn. Scott, Reese
ame, Wm. Graham, & man named Jordan, Mr. Al-

JOn Saturdsy last the Excelsior Lodge of Independent

(ation fee from ten to one hundred dollars, They must be
In opposition to this,
their benefits amonnt to eight dollars per week, and
they pay to widows of deceased members one hundred
aml’ d’n, dollars per annum. The surplus fands of this
Lodge amount to about ten thonsand dollars, and they
are doing o vast deal of good among those dependant

T,

who became very much enamored of a young lady in the
gaged to
be murried. The Dootor was o strong and decided Pres-
hyterian, and his lady.love as strong and decided a Bap-
tist. They were sitting together one evening, talking of

paratlel in military history—nan achievement superior to
the seige and capture of Vera Cruz. One of the strong-
est places in the world—strongly fortified, strongly garri-
soned—fell before the American army, with only the loss,
in killed and wounded, of about sixty men. Was not that
generalship ? Where can you find a parallel forit ¢

Go to Cerro Gordo, o natural fortress, nothing like it
perhaps on this continent ; a handful of men might have
defended it against an army. Then lock at the plan of
attack, look at the execution of that plan ; look at its re-
sults; and where will you find a more glorious military
achievement.

Sir, go to the City of Mexico. Look at our army be-
fare that city. There it was, comprising only nbout six
thousand men, the mere remnant of war, of battle, of
- | dizense. DBefore them lay a city of two hundred thonsand
inhabitants, defended by an army of over twenty thou-
sand men, us well disciplined, as well -organized ‘as they
themselves were. Around that remnant of Americans
were their wounded, their sick, their dying. There they
were, in the midst of & nation of seven millions of ene-
mies. There they stood, cut off, isolated from their own
country, comprising only six thounsand men, in the heart
of  nation, before one of the most magunificent cities Jon
this continent, with an army of twenty thousand men to
defend it. Yet your army entered that city; they cap-
tured it, and forced the country to peace. And 1 will
add, what is more glorious, both to the army and its com-
mander, that life and property were never as secure in
that city sinoe the fl&?f the Montezumas as while onr
army occupied it ; for I will say this, and I ean say it
feariessly, that & more humane and us commander
never led an army than the man whom it is intended to
honor by this resolution.

8ir, 1 intended, when I got up, to say but a few words.
I felt it my duty from our past ions to say this
much ; and having done so, 1 take my seat, hoping that
the resolution be adopted.

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, when this subject was be-
fore us some months since 1 lind ble oljections,
and =0 e myself, to the form in which it was
presented.  The bill, as originally introduced, created the
brevet grade of lioutenant general, and rendered ita
permanent part of our military establishment.

I was utterly op) to such an arrangement, and de.
sired the office to be a tem one, to be limited to
the occasion whioh seemed to render it proper. 1 pro-
posed an amendment which had in view this ebject, and
avowed the determination to support the measure if it
were adopted, and to vote nst it if it were rejocted.
The bill now before us, introduced by the honorable Sena-
tor from Alsbama, (Mr, CLesExs,) embraces the prinei-
ple of my amendment, providing that the law shall ter-
minate when the office has been onee filled, and become
vacont, and I shall therefore cheerfully give it my sup-
port. The object of this propesition is well understood
Ly the Senate and by the country, and I shall enfine my-
self rather to the explanation of my general views in re-
lation to it than to any ¢ objections made here or
elsewhere. That object is & provide n mode in which an
apfmpﬁnte mark of public approbation may be confer-
red npon General Scott for his eminent military serviges
in Mexico. This purpose is not, indeed, expressed in
the bill itself; becanse, boing & legislative measure, all
we can do in onr legislative capacity is to create the
grade, leaving to the inting power to fill it upon its
own respansibility, ¢ may, of course, be sure that the
honor will be conferred upon General Soott; and we
know by the terms of the bill, ns I have already said,
that it cannot afterwards be conferred upon any other
person, s the law ipsofucto expires upon the happening
of a vaocancy.

All nations, sir, and we among them, have adoptad the

cy—~the justice, indeed—of conferring rewards for
istinguished military services, These tokens of the grati-
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A shall never live to see the day when any pecuniary | conferred by the representatives nation, by -
¥ gards will be conferred upon military men, except pen- | voice, snd I should hope the unanimous voice, of the Con-
“aous for injuries actuslly sustained in the line of their m_"mhe United States. But in the proposition now

duty, ngreeably to our present system. An additional
brevet grade is the true official rezufd which our service
offers, and it well becomes the nature of our jnstitutions.

The campaigns in Mexico were fertile in glorious re-
sults, und all who contributed to them by distinguished
personal exertions received the acknowledgment of their
good conduct by brevet promotions; and in many in-
stances by more than one, where
distinction offered itself, and was seized in a proper spirit,

roads into the heart of the m_m&: oountzwh.m only liv-
ing officer of the army excluded from this ibution of re-
wurds, so geatifying tothe just pride of a soldier, Andwhy
isthis? Not becanse his eminent merits were not felt and
acknowledged—for no such injustice found place in the
hearts of the people—but because he won, almost forty

ears ago, in other fields, but with equal tﬁllsntry, the.

ighest grade known to our system. And though he hud
other services to render, we had no otler rewards to effer,
in the line of his duty, without some new legislative pro-
vision, The gradations in our military establishment
rise from second to third lieutenants, formerly ensigns,
(and T do not know why the designation was changed,)
to first lieutenants, captains, majors, lieutenant colonels,
colonels, brigadier generals, and major generals, and
there we have ulways stopped, with the exception of the
office of commander-in-chief during the revolutionary war,
and of the arrangement for the return of Gen. Washing-
ton to the military servigeof the country during our dié-
culties with France, when the position of commander of the
army, commissioned ¢ a lieutunant general, was conferred
upon him, but was afterwards changed to that of general
of the armies of the United States.

I allude to this merely as an interesting incident in our
military history, and not asa precedent for our action
now or hereafter; for Washington stood alone in chnrac-
ter and services, aud in the hedrts of his countrymen,
and in my opinion in the annals of the world. And, as
his career was without example, o the persounl disting-
tions attached to him should remain his own, furnishing
no precedent for future application.

And it isin this spirit of jealous reverence for the name
nnd the fame of Washington that I shall ask my friend
from Alabama (Mr. CLEMENS) to consent to the change of
a word in his amendatory resolution, by substituting the
word ereated or established for revived, so that this grade
may now be introduged without reference to any previous
proceedings. The mantle of Washington fell on ng man,
and | have an insuperable objection to connect any one
with his honors by reviving them for another. And, be-
sides, the proposition may raise a question we had better
avoid when we can avoid it so easily and so properly, The
office of lieutenant general was never divectly introduced
into our service. The office created was that of ¢ comman-
der of the army,"” ** to be commissioned ns licutenant gene-
ral,’”” and who was “*authorized to commang the armies of
the United Btates.” Hereit will be seen thatthe naked grode
of lieutentant general is not provided for, but that the
designation is to be given to & high officer charged with
the command of all our military foree. A question arose
respecting the constitutionality of this arrangement, be-
cause it scemed to inferfere with the constitutional right
of the President to ** be commander-in-chief of the army
and navy of the United States,” &e, And therefore, at
a subsequent session of Congress, this arrangement was
repealed, and provision was made for the appointment of
a ** general of the armies of the United States.”” [ desire
to leave sacred and untonched an office created expressly
for Washington, and also to aveid any constitutional ques-
tion upon this subject. : v

To render the proposed measure gbnoxious, the grade
of lientenant general has been charged with being aristo-
eratie, and unsuited to the nature of our institutions. 1t
is rather difficult to treat so aBsurd an objection serious-
ly. What makes it aristocratic? Not the name; for we
have man:nie.nenla with higher sounding titles, though
with less rank, and we have captain generalsin the States,
and I believe also lieutenant generals in some of them.
Where we shall stop in military grades is a mere ques-
tion of expediency, depending on existing tircumstances
and on the extent of our establishment.

At one time, during the administration of Mr. Jefferson,
it was proposed, I believe by General Dearborn, then See-
retary of War, to have no higher officer than a colonel;
and for many years—from the death of General Wayne,
indeed, till the war of 1812, with the exception of the in-

to which I have already referred—we had none higher
than a brigadier general, which was the rank of General
Wilkinson, who commanded the army for many years.
There is nothing more aristocratic in one military grade
than in another. Experience has shown that these gra-
dations are essential to efficient service; and where they
shall stop is, as 1 have said, a mere guestion of legislative
discretion. We do not now need the permanent position
of lietenant general in our army, nor do I foresee when
we shall.  And this conviction was the canse of the objee-
tion I first took to this messure. I advert to the general
considerations I have just presented, not at all as ressons
for the creation of the grade, but to repel the eharge of
its aristocratic character, so well calculated to excite pre-
judices against it. My reason for its creation is, that it
will enable the proper authority to render an appropriate
testimonial to the services of General Scott in the same
manner as it has been rendered to every officer in
the army heled to battie and to vietory who was entitled
to the distinotion. It is not necessary to review the life
of General Scott that his countrymen may be able to ap-
preciate what he has done for their interest and their ho-
nor.  Almost half a mtur‘{ has elapsed since his name
and bis deeds were household words, familiar to the Ameri-
can people throughout the whole extent of the Republic.

Dut his eampaign in Mexico was the crowning act of
his military life, and it will ever fill one of the brightest
pages of our history. I desire, however, to do justice to
General Scott, but no injustice to hiz co-laborers in that
great work by a spirit of partisanship, to which we are
ever prone, and which would leave to his countrymen but
little concern in many glorious victories but to admire
their splendor and his schievements. There is honor
enough for all—for the living and the dead—and let us
render it to all, to each indeed, ns he merits it. Nothing
is gained for the cause of patrictism or of truth by those
invidious encomiums, which, while they elevate one, de-
press many by the contrast they exhibit. General Soott
led to Mexico an army, osed of volunteers
and regular troops equal to those to be found in any other
servige, be it where it may, in physical power, in honor,
in valor, in patriotism, and ininteiligence. The progress
of that army is almost without a lel in anclent or
in modern warfare, by the disparity of force it encounter-
ed and overcnme, by the oclerity of its movements, and
by the uniform euccess of its tion, under circums-
suncee of great trial and dificulty, in the midst of a hos-
tile people, snd cut off from their own country, self-de-
pen and self-sustained.

Armies were dispereed or overthrown before our galiant
countrymen, fortresses fell at their approach or attack,
and the cnpture of the capital terminated the campaign,
and, in fact, placed the nation at our mercy. One inci-
dent which marked these splendid efforts gives them a
deep interest and » romantic character, which we may
seek in vain in the records of national contests. For many
days our adventurous army mlm to ?lw“ W;l'.rllt'l
and to the world. Relying upon galiantry and supe-
riority of his troops, the General adopted the hardy mon-
sure—wise a8 it : jts success, but rash, as it
would have been Yad it failed—of hbandoning
his communieations with the const, and therefore with his
country, and of committing the fate of his army to a for-
ward movement iuto the heart of the enemy's territory,
and to a vigorons sttack upon the capital. We all re-
member with what anxiety this decisive movement was
:ﬂu‘hd' and how we waited, with -l::;:crdnrul solici-

o, for tidings from our brethiren en in n perilous
conflict, and shrouded from our view by the clond that
rested upon them. But ere long this obscurity guve
way, like the veil that covered and ther revealed the
Trojan bero—

“ Quum circumfuss repente,
Seindit se nubed, ot in mthera purgat apertum,”
and we saw onr flaf upon the towers of Mexico, and the
campnign brought to a glorious conclusion.

1n these operations, so gratifying to our pride and so

honorable to our charncter, General Beott was the lender,

more than one chauce of | in
He who planoed and condacted one of those perilous in- | ward

creased establishment arising outof the French difficulties;

-y re th;d?m"";:mu me mx.‘.w'?d‘&“dd
@ resp ty: of provlaiming to the world I
estimate, whl_eht'hig m ressed here by individua

Senators, of the char ond achievoments of General
Scott. Such, I am sure, is not the purpose of Senators
who bave brought forward the pro n in his favor,

But thus it ar upon the records of the coun
it appear upon 8 ry,

To show the view which I en and to bring for-

a pmlpodgm'h a form fo which I can vote for it,

and which 1 believe will be more a ble to the views of

the ltuna.rlm people, 1desire to pffer the following amend-
ment :

Strike out all after the enascting clavee, and insert:

That the President of the United Etates be suthorized to
eonfer upon Major General Winfield Seott the brevet rank of
licutenant generil, in acknowledgment of bis gallunt and
wmeritorious seryvices in the war with Mexico.

Mr, SHIELDS. Will the Senator permit me to ask
whether that will be constitutional? We have consider-
ed that matter in the committee, and we felt that we
could not designate the individual in any way, but that
we might create rank and leave the President to fill it
a8 he should plegse. :

Mr. BORL If 1 could be satisfied that my pro-
position is unconstitutional, T would neither have offer-
ed it, nor now insist upon it; but I confes¢ I have been
unahle to see wherein it is unconstitutional. If any Se-
nator will point out to me its unconstitutionality, 1 will
thank him for it. 1 shall be glad to be informed how it
is that we have not the constitutional power to confer
this rank directly upon an individual, and yet have the
power to establish the rank and enable the President of
the United States to fill it. For my life I cannot soe, so!
fur as the exercise of the power is concerned, uny stb-)
stantial difference between the propositions. But I ©|
feel, as one of the American people, a deep interest
the character of our military men; and T will go a8 f!
as any one in paying the tribute of my admiration an /
gratitude to Gen. Beott for his distinguished servi
If, however, we are to give full force to this distinet]
it must be by conferring this rauk as representatives
the American people, rather than by putting it withi
the option of any particular individual, however high
station may be. ¥ s

Mr. CHASE. When this resolution was originally
fore the Senate, some two years since, Mr. President,
felt myself constrained to vote against it. I then gav
a silent vote, but I now propose to state briefly the re
sons which control me.

The object of the resolution has been distinctly avow
ed by the honorable Benators from Illineis and Michigan
It is to create o new uuklin ;p% i‘{?:{al rob_r the p?_:pgs_q
of distqumsh' ing a particular indiv y  conferrin
that rank upon‘ him, Now, is it expedient that t.hgl
American Congress should create this rank, which has|

been, as stated by the Senator from Michigan, but once |
created in our history, and then for a particular pur- |

pose? Sir, the rewnrd of duty is the conseiousness of
duty done. That is the highest reward, and I suppose

it is that which the soldier as well as the civilian most |

covets—that consciousness which will sustain him at all
times and under all circumstances amid opprobrium as
well as applanse—the reward which he finds in his own

breast, and which it is impossible that any can take from |

him. 8ir, no man wishes to take a leaf from any laurel
which Gen. Scott has won or worn. No man desires to
‘deprive him in the smallest degree of any honors which
a grateful country has bestowed upon him, or of that
world-wide esteem in which he is held wherever the fame
of bis achievements has gone; and that fame has gone
wherever civilized men exist, and indeed, I may say,
wherever any language is uttered.

Mr. President, our duty is to consider the consequences
of the act which we are called upon to perform, 1 said
a moment since, repeating what had fallen from the Sena-
tor from Michigan, that this rank has been but once crea-
ted in our history, and then it was created for the pur-
pose of conferring it upon & man who was above all his
compeers, The tor from Michigan is justly jealous
of the fame of Washington, and would not have the office
by which he was distinguished revived. He proposes,
therefore, * that the office be now created.”

Burt 1 submit that no mere change of phrase will accom-
plish his object. The thing remains; the fact is there;
you create anew the office which was created for Wash-
ington, for the gole purpose of conferring it upon another
individual. It matters little whether you style it the
* creation ™ or the “revival” of the office.

And let us remember, sir, that even the lead of our
armies through the war of the revolution was not thought
a sufficient reason for the creation of a new office with
which to distinguish Washington. He eonferred upon his
country the highest of all national benefita, He assured
to her, by his servicesin the field, freedom and independ-
ence, and, more than any other man, under the blessin
of Divine Providence, ueurho;le tons .tlh: hﬁﬁ?&“ﬁ" whi
we now enjoy ; and yet, whoever thoug gnifying
him by a new title or a new military rank, by avy of
these gewgaws and distinctions which Legislatures can
create and which Legislatures can take away?! No, sir,
his reward was of a different description. His reward
wus found in the consciousness of 'h noble heart ?‘t he
had eonferred great bemefits upon his country and upon
the world. His reward, too, was found in that grateiul
acelaim of the e which surrounded him wherever he
went, and ghed him ns * first in war, first in
peace, and first in the bearts of his coun en,” That
was his distinetion. No trappings of office: no mere
military title ; no honors whieh cam be conferred
or taken away by cohstituted any part of it.
It flowed from the great fountain of his own services, and
was returned to him in the gratitude of the people. |

8ir, T am & I will say, to distinguishing any maz
with the title which was conferred upon Washington |
and T wish here to remark—and I believe the history ¢ |
e IR IEie atied s, TOshiagioe WA
lien was con ; |

that he was to be im
of the country in a wal

self only bocause it was supposed
mediately called into the service _
with France, I have read the nffecting and noble lette
in which he : lemdthu:mhﬁoarf
but he accepted it, not as a trapp not as & mere
hutx [ mni.la:og m&'ﬁ”ﬁ to r;:&r new servicé
to b f in & new ous " {
1 m ¢ well that when this subject was nnﬁ
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opponents resolution we i
new poliey that we were ofsring ek, mere (et 2
wards for public service, and it was asked w

end! Were we to create admirals and marshals !
1 also ect very well that a distinguished favorer f
the measure then said that if a case should

ling to confer whatever

u:ifpi-l in the Old World could win, for
nlmwing the mﬁh‘u}o ‘and sdmiration of our
wards her sugoessful warriors.

My honorable friend from Michigan does not seem to
think that there is any danger in mere titular distinotions.
If the rank remains the same, what is the horm of o
higher title? If the substantial power is the snme, where
is the danger of a new distinction? Let me ask, was not
the substantial power of Louis N two months ago
asw great as it is now?! Where, then, according to

hamwmln‘wm;mm po -buu&i

the harm in proclaiming him Em 4
m,:h‘; ::r'n e; settling the descent in his family ?
Mr. President, 1 am averse to this new policy. We

want o simple, economical Government ; and while I con-
cur with the X Senator from Illinois that it is

grateful and propu-i'i.n the majority in this chamber, to

render whatever of they properly may to the dis-
tingnished m«mﬂm«mm. must ey that I
think it unwise in that ty to overlook t,htp!Lelplu
upoh which ‘bave to atand before the Ame-
rioan people ;

les of economy, prudence, fru-

ty, modenntion, and reform which distingulsh genuioe

false Demooracy. The new policy mﬂrmﬁwvhidl

this resolution introduses is unsanctioned by those prin-

ciples, ml be vindieated without disregard of them. 1
am L.

,
well and so e‘t'o?xnt“li:nid by the |
from 1llinois, (Mr. Suierpe,) in regaril to the brilliancy
of the achievements of our army in the Mexican campsi

1o be one of those whe

o B LR, o

LA

against .
" what has been 50
Mr. Presiden Iwmlnmmhof_: f Pre




